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Editors Corner:

Runner Up is Connie Moore, Covington
Garden Club. Thank you to everyone who submitted an
image for the contest. The three independent judges
who are active, professional photographers had a very
difficult time choosing and was impressed by all of the
entries. I’'m already looking forward to seeing your
talented creations for the next contest.

See details on page 5.

Mail: Snoann Willett, 72577 Fitzsimons Rd, Covington, LA 70433 Mobile: 228-326-0874

LGCF NEWSLETTER



As LGCF President, | am pleased to reflect on my
first year in office, which has been truly enjoyable,
thanks to the support of club members and family. My
first task was to team up with Kyle Martin, President
Elect and our Webmaster, Vicky Fannaly to strengthen
our networking capabilities and communication.
Anything of importance can be found on the LGCF
website or the dedicated President’s Project page; itis
updated regularly to keep our 1500 club members
informed of what is going on at LGCF as well as Deep
South and NGC activities. Look for the details in this
Newsletter.

Our Hum Zinger Scholarship fund, along with our
$100 Garden Club Scholarship challenge designed to
support aspiring students pursuing their passion for
horticulture through education, allows us to fully fund our
scholarships.

We will easily meet our goal of registering 250
live oaks to celebrate America’s birthday on July 4th of
2026. In February, Coleen reported that she registered 72
more new trees during that month; many coming from
District VI. We will announce the winning live oak, that
will be given a special name to honor the occasion, at our
Summer Board meeting.

| am also so pleased to announce that we have
established a partnership with Keep Louisiana Beautiful
like NGC'’s partnership with Keep America Beautiful. For
the last fifty-plus years, Louisiana has sponsored the
Cleanest City Contest, which was unique to Louisiana.
Our long-time chairman, Jean Gilstrap is no longer with
us, but we felt we should keep her vision alive.
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“Our Roots Run Deep at LGCF-
PLANT AMERICA for Another 250 Years”

Thus, our partnering with Keep Louisiana Beauti-
ful will ensure that our Cleanest City legacy will continue.
Our focus will be on keeping our many schools clean. The
initiative program title will be “Litter-Free Louisiana
Schools”. We all know that our youth are our future.
When new Chairman Joyce Greer and Keep Louisiana
Beautiful liaison, Patsy Hebert, ask for help please re-
spond.

Look for the winning photo posted on the cover of
the April Newsletter; the recipient received $50.00. Our
next photo contest will focus on floral designs for the
home or flower shows. The contest rules can be found in
this Newsletter. A special thank you to Snoann Willett for
her outstanding work as Newsletter Editor.

| attended both the DSGC zoom meeting in March
and the DSGC cruise a few days later. I’'m really looking
forward to the NGC convention in St. Louis, Missouri to
celebrate America’s birthday.

We are very excited about our upcoming State
convention in Aprilin Houma, Louisiana, the heart of
Cajun country. All pertinent information can be found on
our website. NGC President, Donna Donnelly, will be our
special guest. She and her husband are planning a two-
day visit with us. | hope they experience that “laissez les
bon temps rouler” feeling!

Coleen Perilloux Landry

Photo courtesy of

LGCF President 2025-2027
"Our Roots Run Deep at LGCF—
PLANT AMERICA for Another 250 Years"

Carla S. Gauthier



LGCF PHOTO CONTEST
Calling all Creative

Peoplel

2026-2027

LGCF Photography Contest Rules

The contest will run from August 1, 2026, to December 1, 2027. Any club member is eligible to take
part. The winning photograph will appear on the cover of the 2027 April-Spring Newsletter, and the
winner would receive $50.00.

The following rules apply:

e Two (2) photos per club member will be accepted.

e Subject matter must be ACOMPLETED CREATIVE DESIGN; some plant material must be used.

e Single, color entries must include a brief description of the design chosen, design type, selected plant material, or event
(flower show or design for the home).

e The contest will run from August 1, 2026, to December 1, 2027.

e Must be animage file. Pictures of pictures or a screenshot of a photo or a pdf file will not be considered.

e Anyclub member is eligible to participate.

All photos received by September 1 will appear in the 2026 October-Fall Newsletter.

Those received by December 1 will appear in the 2027 January-Winter edition of the Newsletter.

InJanuary 2027, all photos will be judged and the winning photo will be announced as a surprise on the cover
of the 2027 April Spring Newsletter along with a $50.00 prize.

Submit photograph image files to lgcfnews@gmail.com
Any questions, contact Snoann Willett, LGCF Newsletter Editor

BOOK REVIEW

Cissy Gall, LGCF Book Review Chair

How about this one for an “oldie”, but (I do
believe) a “goodie?”

Truth be told, | haven’t read this in its entirety
yet. That’s the fun part! This book timelessly guides
and entertains on a 365-day journey, with reflections
and musings in a calming “voice” that’s perfect for
starting or ending a day.

The Gardener’s Bed-Book: I’ve started down this lovely garden path.

Short and Long Pieces to Be Read in Bed by Would you care to join me?

Those who Love Green Growing Things

(Modern Library Gardening)

By Richardson Wright
Published by J.B. Lippincott Co., 1929
Philadelphia
First Warbler Classic Edition, 2025
201 pages
ISBN-13: 978-1965684-71-9
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UPCOMING EVENTS

LGCF website/Events/Calendar

Covington Garden Club presents

A Taste of the South

An NGC Standard Flower Show
April 2, 2026 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Located at Bogue Falaya Hall

317 N Jefferson Ave, Covington, LA 70433
Located atthe cornerof W23rd and

N Madison Ave, behind Covington City Hall

Members of National Garden Club, Inc., Deep South

APRIL 2026

1 April 1 Dues Due - State, District

|

1 April 2 Covington Garden Club presents
“A Taste of the South” an NGC

Standard Flower Show, at the
Bogue Falaya Hall

April 11 Lafayette Garden Club Flower Show
at Festival des Fleurs de Louisiane,
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center

April 11 New Orleans Council of NGC
Accredited Flower Show Judges
“America 250” at the
Pavilion of the Two Sisters

jApril 13-15 LGCF Convention, District Il
| Houma Registration - Hotel

: Deadline Mar 14

| April 18-26 Love the Boot Week

!
) April 22 Earth Day registration/find an event
!

: May4-6  NGC Convention (St. Louis MO)

!
jJune 7-13 National Garden Week ideas & more

:July 19-20 Summer Board -

: mark those calendars!
:August 11-13 Flower Show School Course |,
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MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026
12:00 PM-6:00 PM

4:30 PM-6:30 PM

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026
7:30 AM-5:00 PM

7:30 AM-8:50 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM-9:50 AM
9:00 AM-11:50 AM
10:00 AM-10:50 AM
11:00 AM-11:50 AM

12:00 PM-2:00 PM

2:10 PM -4:00 PM
2:10 PM-3:00 PM
3:10 PM-4:00 PM
6:00 PM-7:00 PM

7:00 PM-9:00 PM

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026
7:30 AM-2:00 PM

7:30 AM-8:50 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM-11:50 AM
10:00 AM-10:50 AM
11:00 AM-11:50 AM

12:00 PM-2:00 PM

2:30 PM-5:00 PM
6:00 PM-7:00 PM

7:00 PM-9:00 PM

Safe Travels Home!
APRIL 2026

Louisiana Garden Club Federation, Inc.

2026 CONVENTION SCHEDULE

Registration - Hotel Lobby

Pre-Convention Event-High Tea honoring Donna Donnelly,
NGG National President

Southdown Museum and Plantation

1208 Museum Dr. Houma, La. 70360

Registration - Hotel Lobby

Breakfast Buffet - Ballroom
HOSTED by Landscape Design Council

Ways and Means & Vendors - Hotel Concourse
Finance Committee Meeting - Ballroom
Workshops - Cypress Room

District Directors Meeting - Ballroom
Executive Committee Meeting - Ballroom

Lunch Buffet — Ballroom
Lunch presided over by Carla Gauthier, LGCF President 2025-2027
Speaker Donna Donnelly, NGC President

Workshops - Cypress Room

LCNFAS Judges Council Meeting - Ballroom

Gardening Consultant Council Meeting - Ballroom

Happy Hour (cash bar), Light Hors-d’oeuvres - Hotel Concourse

Buffet Dinner - Ballroom
HOSTED by Flower Show Judges Council

Registration - Hotel Lobby

Breakfast Buffet - Ballroom
HOSTED by Environmental Consultants Council,
HONORING LIFE MEMBERS AND CIRCLE of ROSES MEMBERS

Ways and Means & Vendors open - Hotel Concourse
Workshops - Cypress Room

Environmental Consultants Council Meeting - Ballroom
Landscape Design Council Meeting - Ballroom

Lunch Buffet — Ballroom
Hosted by Gardening Consultants Council, HONORING LIFE MEMBERS

Business Meeting — Ballroom
Happy Hour (cash bar), Light Hors-d’oeuvres - Hotel Concourse

Awards Banquet

Safe Travels Home!
LGCF NEWSLETTER




Louisiana Garden Club Federation, Inc.
2026 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026

9:00 AM-9:45 AM Corrine Martin is a native of Houma and a resident of Maine. She is a Certified Clinical Herbalist.
Retired from teaching holistic and integrative health at the University of Southern Maine nursing
school, she is the author of 3 books on the use of medicinal plants for personal health and
ecological stewardship. Her presentation will be “Louisiana Healing Garden - medicinal plants for a
sustainable future”. This is the title of her new book which is available at her vendor’s table.

10:00 AM-10:45 AM Paige Mizell is Vice President of Mizell’s Camellia Hill Nursery. She has worked full time at the
nursery since 2014. She has a B.A. in psychology, a Master’s Degree in Special Education and
Applied Psychology and a Ph.D. in Applied Clinical Sports Psychology. She is president of Southeast
Louisiana Nursery Association. Her topic is “Azaleas”- history, terminology, and important
breeders.

2:15 PM-3:00 PM Natalie Waters is the BTNEP Wildlife Conservation Coordinator and has worked for the Barataria
Terrebonne National Estuary Program since 2014. She has a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation. She works for conservation efforts for native birds, plants, pollinators, fish and
shellfish, amphibians, reptiles, and mammal populations. Her presentation is “Native Plants for
Pollinators in Backyard Gardens”.

3:15 PM-4:00 PM Dr. Quenton Fontenot, Director of Research and Professor and Head of Biological Sciences at
Nicholls State University. His topic is “Incorporating Native Plants into Coastal Restoration” to
repair and restore Louisiana’s coastline.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2026

9:00 AM-9:45 AM Jeffrey Carbo, received bachelor’s degree from LSU in Landscape Architecture. He has over 35
years of experience in Landscape Architecture. He is a Registered Landscape Architect in Louisiana
and several other states. He is the recipient of several commendations and awards including the
LSU Hall of Distinction. His topic is “ Integrating Culture, Art and Science in Contemporary Design”.

10:00 AM-10:45 AM Elisa Tubbs and Leah Praether are our “Dynamic Duo” from the West Baton Rouge Garden and
Civic Club. They will speak on the program they created around native plants in your own
environment “Certifying Native Habits in Your Own Backyard”.

11:00 AM-11:45 AM Kerry Heafner is an Associate Extension Agent in horticulture for the LSU AgCenter. He has a B.S.
In Botany and an M.S. in Biology. After a watermelon seed discovery, he started the North
Louisiana Seed Preservation Program. He has a very informative program on the preservation of
Heirloom Seeds. The title is “Heirloom Seeds”.

APRIL 2026 LGCF NEWSLETTER




“The world is a book, and
those who do not travel
read only one page.”

LGCF TOURS

Naomi Cordill, Tours Chairman

Saint Augustine

TOUR TO MACKINAC ISLAND  Sep 20-25, 2026

We will fly and travel to Mackinac Island, tour the island and other highlights that are in the area since the island is not very large.

See Brochure on the following page.

We will go to Pasadena, CA
to work on the Louisiana Float
for the New Year’s Day, Rose
Parade. We will also tour area
interests and the beautiful
areas. We will also tour area
interests and beautiful areas.
We will stay at the lovely bou-
tigue hotel Amarano in Bur-
bank as hotels area half the

| WILL HAVE TO KNOW
FOR SURE IF YOU PLANTO
ATTEND BY APRIL 15, 2026 so
that | can be among the first to
request decorating spots!!! We
will again need 20 people to
travel. Submit your $100 de-
posit to secure your spot - this
will also ensure you’re eligible
to decorate if there is a limit on

cost of Pasadena. participants. | hope to have an

estimated total cost available
by the Convention.

TOUR TO ROSE PARADE Dec 27, 2026—Jan 2, 2027

There will be a reception provided by the State and two lunches. All going will be able to
take partin these activities. And they will be able to observe the “final judging of the float” on
December 31. All will be able to watch the Rose Parade “live” from the stand!! Only in per-

- : DATE CANNOT BE CHANGED!
son does the parade justice!!! We will also tour Hollywood and the area.

Suggestions for 2027-2028: Touring the Mississippi River on the Steamboat. Also
Columbia River out west. Victoria Island and Butchart Gardens. Gardens in the
London Area. Attending the International Garden Show again in Philadelphia!!

ANY OTHER SUGGESTIONS????

Check the Tours tab on LGCF website for all updates

I have been asked to stay as Tour Chairman until 2028—so please be thinking of suggestions for 2027 and
2028!!! Have had touring the Mississippi River on the Steamboat. Also Columbia River out west. If do not tour the Great
Lakesin 2026, | can look into that!

Ph: 318-498-0094 naomicordill@aol.com
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Kathy Bedenbaugh, LGCF Chairman

The purpose of Circle of Roses is to recognize garden club members in their senior years who have given their time and talents to garden
club work. We would like to honor them in the newsletter as well. In order to do this, we are asking each club that wishes to honor a senior member
or members to please submit a short history of her garden club activities and achievements. This caninclude personal information such as hus-
band, number of children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, church and community activities, hobbies, etc. Enclose two pictures, a “then” and
“now.” (One when she joined the garden club and one that is recent.)

If you have a deserving member of your club that you would like to nominate for the Circle of Roses, please send the information to:

LGCF Circle of Roses Chairman Kathy Bedenbaugh
42366 South Range Rd Hammond, LA70403-1416

katiecb44@gmail.com 985-507-3066 (Cell) 985-345-1566 (Home)
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