
There’s no better place to celebrate the fall season than in botanical gardens  
across Michigan. Throughout the state, master gardeners brighten the landscape 
with flowers and foliage ranging from Michigan’s heartiest native varieties to  
exotic gems. This tour also features a full day on beautiful Mackinac Island, a 
Grand Hotel lunch, a tour of the luxurious Castle Farms, an Elk Viewing Carriage 
Ride, and a Gourmet Dinner and Wine at the Thunder Bay Resort.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Michigan Gardens 

- Botanic Gardens at Historic Barns Park 
- Dow Gardens 
- Beal Botanical Gardens 

• Full Day on Mackinac Island 
- Round Trip Ferry to Mackinac Island 
- Horse-Drawn Carriage Tour 
- Lunch at the Grand Hotel 
- Free Time on the Island 

• Castle Farm Museum & Gardens w/lunch 
• Gordon Lightfoot Tribute Show 
• Free Time at Soaring Eagle Resort & Casino 
• Thunder Bay Resort 

- Elk Viewing Carriage Ride 
- Gourmet Dinner & Wine Tasting 

• Five Nights Lodging 
• Five Breakfasts, Two Lunches & Three Dinners 
• Luggage Handling (as available) 
• All Taxes & Tips on Above Services & Driver’s Gratuity 
• Motorcoach Transportation in Michigan  
• Airport to Hotel Transfer (Sept 20) 
• Hotel to Airport Transfer (Sept 25) 
• Itinerary Subject to Change 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $2,600-$2,800  
SINGLE OCCUPANCY    + $600 

**Airfare is not included in the above pricing.  
   Air is estimated at $800 per person.   

**Those interested in spending the night of September 21 at the  
Grand Hotel with dinner and breakfast, contact me for information

Michigan Gardens 
& Mackinac Island 

6 Days  September 20-25, 2026  

PER PERSON PRICES (BASED ON  MINIMUM 20 PAID)

$250 per person deposit due with reservation 
(Deposit is non-refundable) 

Final Payment due by June 20, 2026 
MAY BE PAID VIA VENMO, ZELLE OR A CHECK 

For Reservations or More Information Contact: 
Naomi Cordill 

(318) 498-0094 
naomiccordill@aol.com  
Naomi’s World Travel 
156 Botany Bay Road 

Saint Joseph, LA 71366-4407

Louisiana Garden Club Federation

CANCELLATION PENALTIES 
First Penalty - July 1, 2026 - $200.00 Per Person 
Second Penalty -  August 20, 2026 - 50.00% Per Person 
Third Penalty - September 1, 2026 - 100.00% Per Person



Day 1 – Mackinaw City, MI – Arrive today in Michigan and make your way to Mackinaw City, MI where you enjoy a two-night stay at a 
local hotel.  On arrival in Mackinaw City, a motorcoach will be waiting to transfer your group to your hotel for the evening. Dinner is on 
your own this evening.  
 
Day 2 – Ferry to Mackinac Island – Horse-Drawn Carriage Tour – Grand Luncheon Buffet – Free Time - After breakfast, meet 
your motorcoach this morning for a transfer to the dock and your ferry ride to Mackinac Island. Board Shepler's Ferry for a journey to 
Mackinaw Island. Accessible only by boat, this summer resort has the feel of life in the 1890’s.  
 
There are no motorized vehicles on the island, horse drawn carriages will meet your ferry, and then with the clattering of hooves on 
cobblestones, whisk you off on a narrated tour. Enjoy a scenic ride around the Island on Horse-Drawn Carriages. Prepare yourself for 
a tour like no other. What you will experience is by far the most enjoyable and authentic way to view the Island. 
 
Today, the Grand Lunch Buffet is included at the Grand Hotel, one of the finest hotels in the world, it is a truly lovely setting, and a 
memorable meal. Take a moment and enjoy a rocking chair view from the world’s longest porch. Following lunch, you have time to 
visit the shops and boutiques near the Ferry Docks. Gather souvenirs, including a box of famous Mackinac Island Fudge.  After  
spending a full day on the Island, take the return ferry back to the mainland where you spend a second night in Mackinaw City. Dinner 
is on your own this evening. (B,L) **Or spend the night at the Grand Hotel and take the ferry to meet the group on Sept 22. 
 
Day 3 – Castle Farms Museum & Gardens Tour w/Lunch – Traverse City, MI - Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park – Gordon 
Lightfoot Tribute Show - This morning, depart for Charlevoix, Michigan to tour Castle Farms, a beautiful French Renaissance castle. 
Enjoy a guided tram tour of the soaring towers, stone buildings, and sweeping gardens inspired by European design. Vintage museum 
quality collections of castles, toys, and WWI artifacts are displayed throughout the buildings, along with royal family memorabilia. The 
Castle’s Outdoor Model Railroad (seasonal), with an average of 40 G-scale trains operating on 2,500 feet of track, is the largest in the 
state of Michigan.  Enjoy lunch at Castle Farms after your guided tour.  It's not every day you get to eat lunch at a 100-year-old castle!  
 
This afternoon, travel to Traverse City, MI where you enjoy a visit to the Botanic Garden at Historic Barns Park. The Botanic Garden is 
a year-round sanctuary of environmental preservation, recreation and education. Its 25 acres nurtures the soul, enlivens our history 
and promotes Michigan’s natural beauty. With an emphasis on plant species native to northwest Michigan, it creates and enhances 
habitats for various forms of wildlife. 
 
Then check into the Hampton Inn for an overnight stay.  Dinner is included this evening at Harrington’s By The Bay. Following dinner, 
enjoy the Gordon Lightfoot Tribute Show. A band that replicates the songs, styles and moods of the Canadian singer-songwriter’s best. 
Be ready for a visual, acoustic trip from the Great Lakes to the Canadian Rockies; through the pains of lost loves and haunting 
melodies. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 4 - Guided Tour of Dow Gardens – Beal Botanical Garden – Soaring Eagle Resort w/Dinner – Start the day with a guided 
tour of Dow Gardens in Midland, MI.  Experience a dazzling 110-acre display of annuals and perennials punctuated by distinctive 
bridges, towering pines, and delightful water features. Take a guided walking tour at Dow Gardens. (Tours last approximately one hour 
and may include up to one mile of walking.) 
 
Next, take a guided tour of Beal Botanical Garden, 5-acre botanical garden located on the campus of Michigan State University in 
East Lansing, Michigan.  Beal is one of over 100 international botanical gardens that have demonstrated  
success in conservation of plant species, inspiring people, sharing knowledge, and addressing global  
challenges. Beal is the first and only BGCI-accredited garden in Michigan.  
 
End the day by checking into the Soaring Eagle Resort in Mt Pleasant, MI.  Immerse yourself in  
luxury and escape inside a AAA Four Diamond rated room. Here you can unwind in the comfort of  
your room.  Dinner is included this evening at the resort. The evening is yours to enjoy the  
Soaring Eagle Casino or the full-service spa. (B,D) 
 
Day 5 - Thunder Bay Resort – Elk Viewing Carriage Ride – Gourmet Dinner & Wine  
Tasting – Today, you arrive at the Thunder Bay Resort for an overnight stay.  The Thunder  
Bay Resort is a beautiful, all-season resort poised on 400 acres in the heart of Northeast  
Michigan.  Included with your stay is an Elk Viewing Carriage ride through the Resort.  
Cross the Thunder Bay River to see newborn calves and world class bull elk in velvet.  
It's magical to see such large antlers in velvet up close.  The ride ends at the beautiful  
Elk Antler Log Cabin where a blazing fire in the massive fireplace awaits you. You then  
enjoy a Five-Course Gourmet Meal and Wine Tasting. (B,D) 
 
Day 6 – Depart for Home - After breakfast at the hotel, you will be transferred to the  
airport and your return flight home. (B)
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