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Garden Gate Study Club has the honor of presenting Curtis Hilbun for Award #10, the Award of Commendation, for
his work in the fields of civic development, beautification and roadside development. In 2012, Curtis, a well-known
local grower of tulips on his private property, proposed to the town of Winnsboro in Franklin Parish that a non-
functioning fountain be repurposed as a tulip bed for the benefit of the community as well as those passing through
the area. The fountain is located on Hwy. 15, a major north-south highway in northeast Louisiana. A Blue Star
marker is located adjacent to the fountain. There is also a windmill located on the property.

Winnsboro Main Street, the Franklin Parish Tourism Commission, town officials, local businesses, the Chamber of
Commerce, and Garden Gate Study Club, as well as private citizens, supported the project with their funds and
enthusiasm. Mr. Hilbun ordered the tulips from his suppliers in the Netherlands and in late winter 2013, he
supervised the preparation of the bed and the planting of 2500 to 3000 bulbs to be in bloom for Easter. The first year
was a success with the tulips providing a beautiful background for family photos.

Each year after that, Mr. Hilbun continued to order the tulip bulbs, prepare the beds, and plant the bulbs — as a
community volunteer. Because the tulips were so well-received and anticipated each year, Mr. Hilbun propose that a
summer planting of sunpatiens be added to the fountain display. Once again community support provided funds to
purchase the plants and Mr. Hilbun provided the expertise and the sweat equity to make the planting a reality.
Weekly watering was done by Mr. Hilbun throughout the summer season.

The spring and summer plantings were continued annually. The garden club donated concrete benches to
accommodate the photographers and their subjects as the fountain plantings became even more popular. The
windmill on the property was dismantled and rebuilt. Garden club members and men from Redemption House
cleared the area of overgrown brush and trash trees and tidied up the area in general. Because of the upgrading of
the windmill/fountain area, the adjoining Baldwin Park has been given a facelift and a new playground installed.

In the fall of 2021, Curtis added another planting — mums — funded by donations and grown by a local nursery.
Because of the success of the plantings at the fountain location, similar plantings have been added at the Post Office
Museum building in downtown Winnsboro.

Without the determination and enthusiasm of Curtis Hilbun, these areas would not have been transformed from the
ordinary to the extraordinary — bringing beauty and pleasure to local citizens as well as those passing through.
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Garden Club helpers
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SunPatiens

Maintenance by Curtis Hilbun
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