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National Garden Clubs (NGC) awards Accredited Environmental Consultant status to members who 
successfully complete Environmental School Courses 1–4 with a passing grade of 70 or higher on each 
exam. The four courses may be taken in any order but must be completed within seven years. 

After successfully completing two courses, a student becomes a Provisional Environmental Consultant 
and is eligible to join an Environmental Consultants Council (ECC). 

To remain in Good Standing, Consultants must continue their education by attending either an 
Environmental School Refresher or an Environmental School Course at least once every five years. No 
examination is required for refresher credit. 

After completing a fourth refresher, a Consultant attains Master Environmental Consultant status. 
Consultants and Master Consultants may earn refresher credit only once per calendar year. Failure to 
refresh within the required five-year period results in expiration of certification. 

There are no Environmental Schools scheduled in Louisiana during 2026 or early 2027. 

Several Zoom Environmental School courses are available. Information can be found on the NGC website 
(gardenclub.org) or on the LGCF website (lgcfinc.org) under Education > Environmental School. A list of 
upcoming courses appears on the second page of this report. 

If you plan to attend an Environmental School course, please notify Environmental School Chairman Patsy 
Hebert so I can assist with the required paperwork. All registrations—whether in person or virtual—must 
include: 

• Form 6 – Student Application 
• Form 7 – Consultant Application 

Both forms must be approved by the State Environmental School Chairman before registration is complete. 

Students and Consultants are encouraged to review their information on the Environmental School Roster 
located on the LGCF website under Education > Environmental School. The roster is current through April 12, 
2026, and will continue to be updated as Letters of Good Standing are received from NGC Environmental 
School Chairman Katie Roth. 

Consultants whose last refresher credit was earned in 2021 have been notified that they must complete a 
course or refresher by December 31, 2026, to maintain certification. 

• Two consultants have already completed their refresher requirements. 
• Two additional consultants are registered for Zoom courses in August and September. 

Before the 2026 State Convention, four members of our Environmental Consultants Council completed their 
refresher requirements. Four more members are scheduled to refresh in August and September. 

Our High Achiever continues to be Vicky Fannaly, who completed all four Environmental School Zoom courses 
in only seven months to earn her Environmental Consultant certification. She also completed additional Zoom 
courses in September 2025 and January 2026, placing her on track to become a Master Environmental 
Consultant as early as 2028. 



I am also proud to recognize our newest Environmental School student, LGCF President-Elect Kyle Martin. 
Kyle completed her first Zoom course in January 2026 and registered for Course 2 in August. Upon successful 
completion, she will become eligible to join the Environmental Consultants Council as a Provisional 
Environmental Consultant. 

We invite all LGCF members who are not currently participating in Environmental School to join us on this 
educational journey as we learn to cherish, protect, and conserve our living Earth. 

 

Upcoming Environmental School Opportunities 

Environmental School – Course 2 (Virtual) 

August 4–6, 2026 
8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. EDT 
Sponsored by the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs 

Local School Chairman: 
Beverly Williams 
904-799-3556 
bevthepatriot@gmail.com

Environmental School – Course 1 

September 17–18, 2026 
Derby, Connecticut 

Register with: 
Krista Fiorini 
krista.fiorini@ctgardenclubs.org 

ctgardenclubs.org/education/schools/environmental-school-2-2/
 

Tri-Refresher (Virtual) 

Environmental • Gardening • Landscape Design 

October 2–3, 2026 
Hosted by Oklahoma and Ohio 

Register with: 
Judy Grotts 
918-630-1979 
JudyGrotts@cotc.net 
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