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Love the Boot Week 2026

Thank you, Louisiana! A heartfelt thank you to all LGCF Garden Club members who participated in Keep
Louisiana Beautiful's Love the Boot Week and helped make the 2026 event the biggest and most
successful yet!

During the nine-day event:

e 28,079 volunteers participated statewide.
e Volunteers contributed 77,648 hours of service.
e Arecord 566 tons (1.13 million pounds) of litter was removed.

To put that into perspective, if the litter collected were spread across a standard American football field, it
would create a layer of trash approximately five feet deep.

Recycling also played an important role. Volunteers recycled 9,870 plastic bottles and aluminum cans,
preventing them from entering Louisiana's landfills.

Garden club members and other volunteers also helped beautify communities by:

e Planting 1,546 trees
e Planting 4,231 flowers and other plants
e Refurbishing 396 community gardens

This year was especially meaningful as volunteers across Louisiana celebrated America's 250th anniversary
by caring for their communities. Love the Boot Week has truly become a statewide movement, growing to
1,624 cleanup and beautification events in all 64 parishes—a remarkable 480% increase since the
program began.

Mark your calendars for Love the Boot Week 2027: April 17-25, 2027.

Love Our Waterways

Although we celebrate these accomplishments, there is still much work to be done.

This September, Keep Louisiana Beautiful will launch its month-long Love Our Waterways campaign, a
statewide effort to clean Louisiana's rivers, lakes, bayous, and shorelines.

Louisiana's 14,400 miles of waterways are essential to our environment, economy, recreation, culture, and
quality of life. Whether by boat or from the shoreline, we can all help remove litter and protect these valuable
natural resources.

Learn more at LoveLaWaterways.org and join us as we work together for Litter-Free Waterways and
Spotless Shores.

Keep Louisiana Beautiful State Conference

Please plan to attend the Keep Louisiana Beautiful State Conference:

December 7-9, 2026
Crowne Plaza Executive Center
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

This annual conference provides outstanding educational sessions, training, and networking opportunities for
Keep America Beautiful affiliates, universities, government agencies, community leaders, businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and volunteers. Participants will learn proven strategies and innovative programs that promote a
cleaner, greener, and more resilient Louisiana.



Litter-Free Schools Program

Before then, we encourage every garden club to support Keep Louisiana Beautiful's new Litter-Free Schools
Program.

Teaching environmental stewardship to our children is one of the greatest investments we can make. The
future of Louisiana depends on educating young people to appreciate, protect, and care for our environment.

Both Keep Louisiana Beautiful and the Louisiana Garden Club Federation share the goal of providing
children with the knowledge and tools they need to become responsible environmental stewards and to protect
our natural resources for future generations.

Thank you for helping inspire our young people to become Leaders Against Litter!



